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impact of Social Media on Society: An Overview
Dr. V. D. Satpute
Principal,
ar ACS College, Son
ygocial media’ is mos y used in the recent pus‘L
ernet in the 1990s led to major developments in
ion. The revolution in the accessibility of
f social media at great extent. Presently no
cial media. It is being tremendously used by
their day today life. It

politicians etc in
ns are won by the BJP by

peth Dist.Parbhani.

Late Ramesh Warpudk
The term { frequent
The advent of the int
the world of communicat
internetprovoked the use 0
ficld is untouched by the 50
businessmen,

he 2014 parliament electio
ja. Today we will find hardly any young man who

a at least once a day. Internet and mobile based
been increasing day by day and becoming part
The various networking sites are
to create content, shar
The reason behind

tcachers, students,
is often talked thatt
the use of social med
hasn't used such medi
communications have
and parcel of our personal life.
referred to as ‘social media’. It helps us
bookmark it and network at the very cheapest rate.
adopting the social media in a great extent by the people and making it
so popular is its easy access, convenience, functionality and flexibility
in technology.lIt is difficult to provide any fixed definition of social
media since it goes on changing continuously. The Oxford dictionary
defines social media as, lications used for social

"Websites and app
networking". Social Media is a bile based platform that

web or mo
enables us to communicate or share our content with others in
electronic form. In recent days the wor

d social media has been used
synonymous with social networking sites such a

e it,

s facebook, twitter,

whatsapp, vikis, vlogs etc.
This paper attempts to define the meaning of social media, its
characteristics, types, its positive and negative impact on society and
suggestions to stop the abuse of social media sites for the welfare of
human beings. The assumption or hypothesis of the paper is that people
use social media to communicate but its impact can be positive or
negative. It can be proved boon to society, if used with great care.

Characteristics of Social Media: The first important characteristic of
same topics.

soc_ial media is its connectedness to people interested in
This feature enables users to remain 24x7 hours in contact with others
The second

with the' h.e]p of PCs, laptops, mobile phones etc.
characteristic is the collaboration. The connectedness helps people to

collaborate and create knowledge. For exampleWikipedia helps us to
create an open web based encyclopedia through contribution from
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The purpose of faceboo

It was foun

~onnected. ou
;:acehook with 2.3 billion us

i rking sites. .
wn social netwo ' .
!IJ‘::;tter- It is online news and social networking site where

. . nessages, i.e. upto 140 characterg

nmunicate in short T ‘ . ‘

Peﬂs(lf ‘C\s;etc It is a free micro blogging service 'lhal allows
call red users to broadcast short posts. Tweeter is the mog;
registe blogging site. Twitter members can broadcag

! wvn micro . .
:::;let?:l:d follow other users’ tweets by using multiple platformg

and services.

3. Wikipedia: Itis a free,
through the collaborative '
as Wikipedians. Anyone registere

article for publication. .
4. Blogs: These are descriptive content pages created and

maintained by individual users and may contain text, photos and
links to other web sites. )

5. Videoblogs: These are blogging sites that mainly use video as
the main form of content supported by text. You tube is the
largest video sharing site.

6. Linkedin: It is a social networking site designed specifically for
the business community. The goal of the site is to allow
registered members to establish and document networks of
people you know and trust professionally.

7. Pinterest: It is a social network that allows users to visu-

ally share and discover new interests by posting images or
~ videos to their own or others board. Clicking on an image will

/e, \lake you to the original source. For example clicking on a

&y,

n American online socinl—nc(working website
users o create |sr.0I|l.es. upload Photos
uch with friends, family and C(’”cﬂgucs'
k is to make the world more opep ﬂnd
ded byMark Zuckerberg in 2004
ers is one of the topmost Weli

o

pen content online encyclopedia createq
effort of a community of users known
d on the site can create ap

picture of a pair of shoes might redirect users to :

sile.
Positive Impacts of Social Media on Society: The advent of any
technology has two sidesi.c merits and demerits or has its pros and
cons. In present context, social media is tremendously used by people
and hence along with benefits, it has some bad effects on society. Here
are some of the major pros and cons of the social networking sites.

The very fundamental merit of the social media is its ability to
connect other people all over the world from anywhere. Your
facchook account will keep you in touch with your old friends or close
relatives living abroad. Your twitter account will help you to meet new
people to whom you have never heard before. In past times we will
have to depend on landlines or snail mail to connect with others but
now we can simply use our laptop or mobile and immediately start
communicating with anyone by using the platforms like twitter, whats
app, facebook etc. This instant communication made our life easy and
comfortable. Real time news and information discovery is another
positive thing of social media. In past people used to wait for hours
together for news bulletin broadcasting on TV or wait for news paper
boy in the morning for latest updates but today if you simply jump on
social media, the updates are available on a single click. Social media is
a great asset for business owners for they can connect with their
customers and sell their products. Todays' market is totally depending
on such platforms. In fact those owners who are not taking the
assistance of such platforms they are lagging behind the other business
owners who do use such platforms. Fun and enjoyment is another
good thing about the social media. In fact lot of people just use these
mediums for purely entertainment purpose. Now it has been possible
for us to listen the songs of our liking and watch movies whenever we
desire to watch. The use of social media in education provides students
with the ability to get more useful information. Social network tools
afford students and institutions with multiple opportunities to improve
learning methods.

Negative Impacts of Social Media on Society: Along with these pros,
we do have some cons of the social media. We are receiving
information in overwhelming form which results in getting burdened
with it and unable to choose the correct one. We receive many
messages, images and photos via whats app, facebook, twitter etc with
which we get overwhelmed and browsing it becomes very difficult. We
receive many such things, where we are not at all interested. Privacy
has been the issue of great concern in the use of these platforms.
Sometimes we don't want to reveal our personal issues but it doesn't
remain in our hand once you post such information to others. If you

9
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could be a fake account. 6, Click links with caution. Saclal ‘media
acconnts are regularly hacked. 7. Be careful ahout what Yol sface.
Don't reveal sensitive personal information: home, address, finaficial

information, phone numbers. The more you post the easier it is to Have—

your identity stolen. 8. Become familiar with privacy policies of the
social media channels you use and customize your privacy settings to
control who sees what. 9. Protect your computer by installing antivirus
software to safeguard. Also ensure that your browser and software are
kept up to date.10. Remember to log off when you are done. 1. Do not
check your cell phone immediately after getting up from the sleep since
it increases our stress or anxiety. 12. Do not share the photos of your
children because its misuse may put your children's life in danger. 13.
Usc social media whenever it is essential, otherwise it's just a waste of
time.

By keeping in view the various above referred platforms of social
networking, its characteristic, its positive and negative effects on
society and ways to keep us safe while using the social media, it is
confirmed that technology itself is not bad, but its use can be good or
bad. Popular columnist Mr Sandeep Waslekar Quotes one report from
Prof. Payal Arora from Netharland where she has surveyed that the use
of social media is increasing in rural and small towns of India due to
the following three reasons: First to communicate with the relatives
living in distant places, second to see programmes on entertainment and
third to pass the time. People like to express their living style, eating
habits and what they feel about the world around them. They also
expect that people should like their posts. If they don't get sufficient
likes, they get distressed. In short the media is not used at great extent
to enhance ones knowledge and make progress in their life. Further
Waslekar quotes the reaction of IIT topper student of this year who
says that he lives away from social media. Sensible use of the social
media will save our young generation from destroying their lives.
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