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Global Warming: Causes, Effects
Warning the Tragedy in Australia
with Reference to Bushfires as
Consequences of Climate Change

Vikas D. Ragole
LRW College, Sonpeth Dist. Parbhani (MS

GLOBAL WARMING

Global warming is also known as climate change which is
defined as gradual or contemporary increase in average
temperature of the earth’s atmosphere due to change in the
climate on earth. Term “global warming”is usually applied
exclusively to the observed rapid global temperature rise
during the last 100-~150 year’s which is believed to be related
to an anthropogenic enhancement of greenhouse effect.

Causes

Global warming is mainly caused by two types of factors
one is natural and other is human influences. Natural causes
mainly contributing to the global warming are rotation of the
sun that changes the intensity of sunlight and moving closer
to the earth, greenhouse gases and volcanic eruption and
human influences that contribute to the global warming are
main_ly industrial revolution, deforestation and mining etc.

Effects

Climate change adversei}r affected the life on the earth due
to heat waves, droughts, heavy rainfall with floods, heavy
snowfall, ocean acidification, ozone depletion etc.
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BUSHFIRES: A TRAGEDY IN AUSTRALIA

In this article presented the survey related how th
fire accident in Australia alarms the rise of surface temperature
due to an anthropogenic enhancement of greenhouse effect,
Australia has always experienced bushfires - it has a “fire
season” But this year they are a lot worse than normal. Fires
are usually caused by lightning strikes or accidentally by a
spark - but some fires are also started deliberately.

Major conflagrations include the 1851 Black Thursday
bushfires, the 2006 December bushfires, the 1974-75 fires
that burned up 15% of Australia, and the ongoing 2019-20
bushfires. In January 2020, it was estimated that over 1.25
billion animals have died in the 2019-2020 Australian
bushfire season.

What is a Bushfire?

Bushfires and grassfires are common throughout Australia.
Grassfires are fast moving, passing in five to ten seconds
and smouldering for minutes, They have a low to medium
intensity and primarily damage crops, livestock and farming
infrastructure, such as fences. Bushfires are generally slower
moving, but have a higher heat output. This means they pass
in two to five minutes, but they can smoulder for days. Fire in
the crown of the tree canopy can move rapidly. :

Where do Bushfires Occur?

lhe Australian climate is generally hot, dry and prone to
: r:ugrll;tl; Att SII:}". time of the year, some parts of Australia
reﬂer::tede i I:-" tllzlshﬁrgs.; The widely varied fire seasons are
i o ¢ continent’s different weather patterns.
summer :an; SDu:]]gm Australia, the danger period is
Qo ;.'Jt':‘m"_l,- For New South Wales and southern

and, the peak risk usually occurs in spring and early
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of. The Northern Territory experiences most of its

¥
“fire¥in winter and spring,

Australia is fighting one of its worst bushfire seasons,
fuelled by record-breaking temperatures and months of
severe drought. Every state and territory in Australia has
experienced fires this summer. But the biggest fires burn
along stretches of the eastern and southern coast, where
most of the population lives. More than 6.3 million hectares
(63,000 sq km or 15,6 million acres) have been burned so
far - one hectare is roughly the size of a sports field.

But the overwhelming scientific consensus is that rising
jevels of CO, are warming the planet. And Australia has been
getting hotter over recent decades and is expected to continue
doing so.

This year, Australia twice set a new temperature
record: an average maximum of 41.9C was recorded on
18 December. That comes on top of a long period of
drought. Scientists have long warned that this hotter, drier
climate will contribute to fires becoming more frequent and
more intense.

The more extreme weather patterns and higher
temperatures increase the risk of bushfires and allow them to
spread faster and wider (www.bbc.com, 7% Jan 2020)

Effect of Bushfires

Australia twice set a new temperature record: an average
maximum of 41.9C was recorded on 18 December.

~ The amount of land affected across the country — more
than 10 million hectares - is now comparable to England's
land area of 13 million hectares.(www.bbe.com)

There have been fires in every Australian state, but
New South Wales was hardest hit, with smoke so bad in









